
Summer Reading Program Connects Kids and Books  
 

Inside this issue: 

 

Kids on Monday at 3 P.M. test for iron in crushed Total cereal 

The Summer Reading Pro-

gram began the first day of 

summer vacation. What a 

great way to start the sum-

mer! Kids enjoyed a local 

magician, a sing-along pup-

pet show of “The Little 

White Duck,” a fairytale with 

participants drawn out of 

the crowd, and the finale to 

the show, a performance of 

drumming and dancing by 

the Chilkat Dancers. The 

Rusty Compass donated  

pizzas for the event and 

Friends of the Library 

brought treats. Jessie Mor-

gan led the Native Youth 

Olympics demonstration. 
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Science is in the air this sum-

mer. The theme for the Summer 

Reading Program is “Fizz, 

Boom, Read.” There are science 

experiments for kids every Mon-

day afternoon. So far this sum-

mer, the kids have made a vol-

cano erupt, discovered that the 

iron in Total cereal is indeed 

picked up by a magnet, floated 

lava rocks in water, and learned 

about the weather with instant 

snow and pet tornadoes. In the 

coming weeks, look for a four 

foot tall human anatomy puzzle 

and tree scavenger hunt. 

New Science Experiments Draw Crowd 
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Cultural coordinator Jessie Morgan with the Chilkat dancers 

leads the crowd in clapping along to the final song performed at 

the Summer Reading Program Kick-Off on Friday, May 23 at the 

library. About 75 children and 40 adults attended the event. 

Emma Gillham and Claire Waldo visit Jedediah 

Blum-Evitts’ temporary tattoo station at the     

Summer Reading Program Kick-Off at the library. 

Written by Holly Davis 

 



Research shows that kids can lose a lot of reading 

ability over summer vacation when they don’t read. 

Alissa Henry and the Reading Foundation are part-

ners with the library to stop that summer slide. Every 

other Friday at the morning story time, Alissa is bring-

ing new books to give 

away, one book for each 

child eight years and 

younger. The program 

started with  children re-

ceiving a book at their last 

school-year visit to the li-

brary, when they hear all 

about the Summer Reading 

Program. They enjoy a 

sneak peek in the treasure 

chest, prizes they might win 

by reading, and then they 

set their individual reading 

goals for the twelve weeks 

of the Summer Reading 

Program. Kids were excited 

to get to pick a new book 

of their own to take home. 

The Haines Reading Foun-

dation is a non-profit affili-

ate of the International 

Children’s Reading Founda-

tion. 

bags, pens, mugs, and gift          

certificates to local businesses.   

Teens are an important part of 

what makes the Summer Reading 

Program such a success. Teens   

volunteer to decorate and clean-up 

at the Kick-Off and Finale. They 

help shelve books and put away 

puzzles at the end of busy days in 

the children’s room, They read to 

younger children, help with chords 

at ukulele time, and assist with 

magic tricks. Their work is very 

much appreciated! 

Sometimes when teens and adults 

see the treasure chest and all the fun 

prizes that kids win at the Summer 

Reading Program, they ask, “If I read, 

can I win something, too?” The an-

swer is yes! At the front desk, there is 

a glass jar that says, “Teen and Adult 

Prize Jar.” Next to the jar are little 

slips of paper for people to write 

their name, title of the book they 

read, and their phone number. The 

drawing for the prizes will be Friday, 

August 1. The prizes are small but 

fun and useful things like cloth book 
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At the kick-off to the Summer Reading 

Program, technology coordinator Erik 

Stevens showed kids how it feels to be a 

disc in the game of disc golf. With a spin-

ning bicycle wheel and the added weight 

of a chain around its tires, kids were able 

to feel the pull of rotational inertia. That’s 

a scientific way of saying, “This thing just 

wants to keep on spinning!” With their 

feet planted on a circular lazy Susan, with 

carpeting for safety and a wooden base, 

the force of the spinning wheel in their 

hands made their whole bodies spin 

around in a circle. Erik explained that the 

forces at work are the same ones that are 

S P R I N G   A N D  S U M M E R  Y O U T H  N E W S L E T T E R  

Teens  and adults  have chances to win by reading  

Physics of disc golf experienced by kids  

Read up aims to stop summer slide 

used in space as satellites change 

position without anyone climbing 

up on a ladder in space. The kids 

had the chance to try out the real 

disc golfing techniques on Tues-

day, May 27 at 3 P.M. as Stevens 

and Jessie Morgan led a group out 

onto the field to see how the discs 

would fly. For some of the kids, it 

was the first time they had the 

chance to try disc golf. With the 

disc golf course just a mile away at 

the local fairgrounds, this is a won-

derful chance for them to find a 

new activity to enjoy.  

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING in  April to June: 

12 Mother Goose story times for 0-3 year olds 

12 Friday story times for 2-5 year olds 

7 Read Up Book Give-aways for children 

22 Preschool, Headstart, and class visits 

4 Daycare story time visits 

22 Afterschool programs 

3 Homework help sessions with kids 

7 Drum circles and drum-making  

1 Disc golf program 

2 Culture Days 

9 OWL programs 

1 Human Library Event 

1 Movie Night: Matilda 

1 Artists and Social Net-working Program 

6 Native Youth Olympic practices 

48 Summer Reading Programs 

1 Visit from artist Barbara Lavallee 

1 Author talk from Rosalie Loewen 

1 Mango program  and 1 Tech Night 

6 Music in the Stacks 

4 Digital Privacy Meetings 

3 Other programs: Lingit, Health, and Bats 
 

Alyssa Henry, local coordinator of the Reading Foun-

dation, giving away new books at Kick-Off event 

Wesley Verhamme tries out the spinning wheel 

Carina reads to friend Tulia 
Holly has jar on her mind 



One of the benefits of having weekly nature walks in the sum-

mer is that kids can see the changes that happen over the 

twelve weeks of the Summer Reading Program. At first the 

dandelion leaves are tender and ready to be made into salad. 

Then when the bright yellow flower pops out, the leaves be-

come bitter, and by the end of June, the grey puff balls of dan-

delion seeds have been blown by the wind (or the children) to 

bring more dandelions next year. The little white strawberry 

blossoms show up in early June. We look for red strawberries 

at the beginning of July. We watch the raspberry bushes close-

ly for any sign of ripe fruit. It usually is August before the bush-

es are loaded with berries.  

Kids are natural scientists. They like making the predictions and 

observations. They predict which things will be ripe each 

week, or how long it will take before they are ripe. They hear 

the old saying about fireweed, “As high as the fireweed grows, 

so high will be the snows,” and they predict how deep the 

snow might be compared to the fireweed (or compared to 

their own heads). Being out in nature and making observa-

tions about how things grow is a great antidote to screen time 

and an increasingly technology-oriented world. 
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Nature walkers identify local flora 

A library is as great as the commu-

nity supporting it, and in Haines, 

the support from the community is 

tremendous. When TED talk pre-

senter Tim Shields was asked to 

share a tortoise story at the Summer 

Reading Program Kick-Off, he was 

glad to do it.  When Tracy Wirak, a 

teacher collaborating with the mu-

seum in doing a series of science 

camps for the kids this summer, was 

asked to do a science experiment 

for the kids at the Kick-Off, she was 

happy to bring two of her flashiest 

experiments (ask about the old sock 

that makes a snake of bubbles). 

When Terri Kanahele needed a 

place to host summer school one-

on-one tutoring, she thought of the 

library. The kids and families were 

so happy to meet there.   

So many people have given gener-

ous donations this summer, too, to 

the treasure chest and to the gold 

boxes of books that kids can win by 

reading. Seven-year-old Pacific Ricke 

has raised money for the Summer 

Reading Program by selling organic 

lemonade and baked goods. Re-

tired library volunteer Joy Adams 

has donated beanie babies from 

her personal collection to inspire 

kids to read. (They have to read 50 

books or chapters to win one). The 

Friends of the Library have brought 

food and purchased prizes. The 

school has loaned ukuleles and Big 

Books. 

Library partners make things happen for kids  

Nature walkers Elena, Zane, John Caleb, Pacific, Skylar, and Leila at 

one of the oldest birch trees in Haines, overlooking the harbor. 

Biologist, artist, and TED presenter Tim Shields leads 

kids in observing differences in local flowers. 

Friday, June 13 at 3 P.M. artist and illustra-

tor Barbara Lavallee shared a little about 

herself and then read three of her most 

well-known children’s books: Mama, Do 
You Love Me?, Papa, Do You Love Me?, 
and Grandma, am I Beautiful? Lavallee 

(pronounced la valley, just like down in 

the valley) told us that she came to Alaska 

in 1970 and taught art at Mt. Edgecumbe 

for five years before she quit to be an 

artist full-time. She said she and the au-

thor of Mama, Do You Love Me? never 

met until they were both at an awards 

ceremony in California, receiving an 

award for the book. Lavallee loved being 

in Haines and looks forward to returning 

here. While here, she sold and signed 

copies of her books, including her new 

book Best of Barbara. She donated part of 

the proceeds to the Friends of the Library. 

Many thanks to the Babbling Book for 

helping bring her here. 

Internationally-known illustrator Visits  

Barbara Lavallee, seated, reads her Mama, 
Do You Love Me? to a room full of fans at 

the library 



HAINES BOROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Thank you to volunteers Tim Shields, Karen Bryant, Tracy Wirak, the seven 

Chilkat Dancers, Matt Davis, Kirsten Amann, Pacific Ricke, Robin Benner, 

Keegan Palmieri, Elena Saunders, Syrena Jackson, and Neil the magician. 

Total in-kind donations and loans: $4, 487.06 

Thank you for donations of money, books, refreshments, beanie babies, 

and treasures, Joy Adams, Pacific Ricke, Valerie McCandless, Rusty and 

the Rusty Compass, Mandy Ramsey, Sara Chapell, Joy Adams, Becky 

Gonce, Susan Weerasinghe, Jacob Weerasinghe, Kirsten Amann, Donna 

Catotti, Nevada and Nate Benton, Leigh Horner and Mosquito Lake 

School, Ma’or Cohen, Lori Giddings, Sherri Maust, April Ackerman, Mary 

Asper, Lori Giddings, Megan Schwartz Whitermore, several anonymous 

donors, Teresa Land at Haines Borough Elementary School, and Sandy 

June-Degen from kindergarten. 

Total kids signed up for the Summer Reading Program: 170 

By the end of June, 170 kids 
signed up for the Summer Read-
ing Program. This includes the 
following: 
87 children age 0 to 6 
81 children age 7 to 12 
2 youth age 13 to 18 
And there are already  
42 teens and adult entries in 
the prize jar at the front desk.  
Kids have read 9,362 books 
and chapters. That means they 
have won 187 beanie babies. (It 
takes fifty books or chapters to 
win a beanie baby). Instead of 
choosing a prize out the treasure 
chest, some children chose to 
have five dollars donated to  
Heifer International’s Read to 
Feed program, and already $500 
(sponsored by a special gift from an anonymous donor) will be going to 
needy families because of kids in Haines reading!  

P.O. Box 1089 
Haines, AK 99827 

Phone: 907-766-2545 
Email: yaks@aptalaska.net 
 

Communities thrive @ your library. 

haineslibrary.org 

Reading Program Bringing  smiles  

These programs are cooperatively supported by 

the Chilkoot Indian Association Tribal Govern-

ment, the Haines Borough Public Library, Friends 

of the Haines Borough Public Library, the Waldo 

grant, and the Institute of Museum and Library 

Services, a federal agency that fosters innovation, 

leadership and lifelong learning. 

Kaitlin and Tyson Coombs enjoy 
story time at the library.  

20 volunteers working with youth and educational library 

programs, contributing 49 hours worth $781.50 

Library Stats at a Glance:  April  through June  

Maddox Rogers kicks the Eskimo ball in training for the Na-

tive Youth Olympics on Friday, July 4, at Tlingit Playground. 

Nate White waits his turn at this challenging one-legged kick 

that requires strength, balance, and know-how to even make 

contact with the ball. Cultural coordinator Jessie Morgan is 

holding practices for anyone interested in the Native Youth 

Olympics Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1 P.M. till July 4. 


